
Maritime spaces according to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (Montego Bay, 1982; UNCLOS)



SUBMARINE CABLES AND PIPELINES

”ALL STATES” 

RIGHTS OF PROTECTION OF 
THE COASTAL STATE 

DELINEATION OF THE ROUTE OF 
PIPELINES (NOT CABLES) 
SUBJECT TO THE CONSENT OF 
THE COASTAL STATE



“WILFULLY”

“CULPABLE NEGLIGENCE”

PUNISHABLE OFFENCE



Convention internationale relative à la protection 

des câbles sous-marins (Paris, 14 mars 1884)



Convention internationale relative à la protection des câbles

sous-marins (Paris, 14 mars 1884)



REASONABLE GROUNDS FOR SUSPECTING: 

- PIRACY
- SLAVE TRADE
- UNAUTHORIZED BROADCASTING (qualified)
- SHIP IS WITHOUT NATIONALITY 
- SHIP IS HIDING SAME NATIONALITY
- SHIP IS BREAKING OR INJURING A CABLE  



Colonne sommerse nell’area marina protetta
Parco sommerso di Gaiola
(Golfo di Napoli)





“LAW OF SALVAGE”
“LAW OF FINDS”





Ballard and Archbold, The Discovery of the Titanic, 2nd ed., 
Toronto, 1998, p. 138.

“Maritime collectors around the world would have paid 
thousands of dollars for a piece of the ship. 

And artifacts could have been easily recovered with 
Alvin’s powerful robot arm designed to collect biological 
and geological samples in the deep sea. How I would 
have loved a bottle of Titanic champagne for my own 
wine cellar. 

But from all our discussions it became clear the Titanic 
has no true archaeological value. 

Although it is tempting to make the comparison, the 
Titanic is not a pyramid of the deep. We knew exactly 
how the ship was built and what was on board. 

Recovering a chamber pot or a wine bottle or a copper 
cooking pan would really just be pure treasure-
hunting. 

My major funder, the Navy, wasn’t interested in using 
taxpayers’ money for this purpose. Nor was I“.



“There are many true unopened ‘pyramids’ in 
the deep sea. For example, thousands and 
thousands of ships were lost in the deep 
basins of the Mediterranean and wait to be 
discovered, ships of real archaeological 
worth. Their cargoes merit documentation, 
recovery, and preservation. […] In the summer 
of 1997, I will lead an expedition to the 
Mediterranean that will perform the first-ever 
excavation of a wreck in deep water. To 
accomplish this we plan to mount a powerful 
pumping system on the U.S. Navy nuclear-
powered NR-1 submarine that will vacuum 
away two thousand years of sediment from 
three ancient Roman wrecks”.

Ballard and Archbold, The Discovery of the Titanic, 
2nd ed., Toronto, 1998, p. 221.



Getty Villa (Malibu, United States)






















